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Audrey Ackerman is a junior at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, with a dual BS in English
and in Mathematics. She currently works as a teaching assistant for the university and volunteers
at a shelter for abused women and their children. Audrey plans to attend law school upon gradua-
tion in spring 2016.

Jennifer Bilton is a senior at Furman University majoring in English, with a concentration in
Creative Writing and Linguistics. She is the editor of Furman’s literary arts magazine and plans to
pursue a career in magazine editing and publishing. 

Suzanne Burton graduated from Furman University in May 2014 with a BA in English. She cur-
rently works in Washington, D.C. as a staff assistant to the U.S. Senate Majority Leader. 

Kelsey Butler is a senior majoring in English at the University of Minnesota, Morris. She currently
works as a consultant in the university’s writing center, where she enjoys discussing the often
messy and frustrating, but ultimately rewarding, process of writing. Upon completing her under-
graduate degree, Kelsey plans to pursue an advanced degree in English. 

Ashley Cerku graduated from Oakland University in Rochester, Michigan with a BA in English
and Writing and Rhetoric. She currently is the operations coordinator at the Oakland University
Writing Center, where she facilitates staff collaboration and communication, manages the training
of new employees, and promotes the center’s mission to help every student or faculty member dur-
ing any stage of the writing process. Ashley plans to pursue an MA in Liberal Studies in winter
2015.

Jie Cheng came to the University of San Francisco from Shanghai, China. He is majoring in
Finance and intends to graduate in 2016. His piece was originally developed in his Rhetoric 120
class.

Luke D. Christie is a senior Communication Studies major and Humanities minor at Furman
University in Greenville, South Carolina. A voracious reader and writer, his scholarly interests
include the practice and pedagogy of fiction and creative nonfiction writing, study and analysis of
ancient and modern rhetoric, and public speaking. Upon graduating from Furman in May 2015,
Christie intends to pursue a graduate degree in rhetoric, composition, or a related communications
field.

Maggie Collins graduated from Saint Xavier University in May 2014 with a BA in English and a
minor in Writing. She enjoys learning about the rhetoric of online communications. Maggie is cur-
rently pursuing an MA in Writing, Rhetoric, and Discourse at DePaul University.

Rachel E. Dixon is a sophomore at the University of Kentucky, triple majoring in English,
Spanish, and Writing, Rhetoric, and Digital Studies. She is currently the director of the campus-
wide For Unity and Service in Our Neighborhoods (FUSION) Day and enjoys empowering her
community through the university’s Center for Community Outreach. She plans to pursue a mas-
ter’s degree in English or Rhetoric, with the eventual goal of working in the field of education.

155Contributors

2014 WRITING BOOK (VOL 12)  - spring 2015_WRITING BOOK 2004  3/13/15  2:48 PM  Page 157



Marvin Gowinatra is a sophomore specializing in Offshore Engineering at the National
University of Singapore (NUS). Despite his technical background, Marvin has a penchant for pub-
lic rhetoric and persuasion. His interest started off when he took a writing and critical thinking
module titled “Civic Discourse in a Fractious World” during his freshman year. Under the tutelage
of Dr. Mark Brantner, Marvin wrote several research papers about public discourse and speech cri-
tique. He is privileged to learn beyond his major under the University Scholar Programme, which
is an NUS multidisciplinary academic program aimed at equipping its graduates with intellectual
rigor and holistic thinking.

Brynn Kairis will graduate from Rutgers University, Camden in May 2015 with a BA in English
and a minor in Psychology. She enjoys working with children and currently teaches knitting and
choir to students in an after-school program. Her academic interests include literacy and disability
studies, as well as twentieth-century American literature. She plans to pursue an MA in English
with a concentration in writing studies. 

Matthew Morris graduated from Furman University cum laude in May 2014 with a BA in
Communications Studies and Political Science. He is currently studying at the University of
Edinburgh in Scotland for a master’s degree in International Relations. He also works both as a vol-
unteering development assistant with the University of Edinburgh and as a communications-
speechwriting assistant in Scottish Parliament.

Esra Padgett will graduate from the The City University of New York Baccalaureate Program at
Hunter College in December 2015 with a BA in Interdisciplinary Studies. Her area of concentra-
tion is titled “Language and the Body,” which explores the intersections of linguistics and rhetoric
as well as cultural and performance studies. She is particularly interested in conversational prac-
tices, discourse analysis, and anything else on the socio-cultural side of sociolinguistics. She plans
to pursue a PhD upon graduation.

Daniel Pfeiffer will graduate from Park University in May 2015 with a BA in English Literature
and a minor in Spanish. He serves as a writing and Spanish tutor at a local college. Following grad-
uation, he intends to complete graduate studies in literature.

Annalise Sigona is a second-year student at the University of Central Florida’s Burnett Honors
College. She plans to graduate in 2017 with a BS BA in Marketing and a minor in Psychology.
Annalise is currently the director of fundraising for Burnett’s Honors Congress and has been
appointed as the 2015 director of recruitment and membership for the organization. Her piece was
originally written in her Honors English Composition II course, and she plans to present her find-
ings at her university’s annual Knights Write Showcase in spring 2015.

Steven Slasten graduated from the University of San Francisco in May 2014 with a BA in
Communication Studies, a second major in Advertising, and minors in Gender and Sexuality
Studies and Art History. While in school, he enjoyed presenting his research at various undergrad-
uate research conferences as well as helping in the copyediting process of his professor’s latest
book. He currently works as a marketing specialist for Message Systems. 

Nathaniel T. Voeller graduated with highest honors from the University Honors College at
Montana State University, Bozeman in December 2014 with a BA in English Writing, a minor in
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Sociology. He enjoys reading and writing about rhetorical theory and digital modes and plans to
attend graduate school to pursue a degree in Rhetoric and Composition in fall 2015.

Marie Whelan will graduate in May 2015 from the University of Missouri, Kansas City with a BA
in English with an emphasis in creative writing and a minor in English Language and Literature.
She enjoyed the numerous workshop opportunities, both for creative and critical writing, which she
had throughout her undergraduate career. She plans on attending an MFA program in fall 2015. 

Shulun Zheng will graduate from the University of San Francisco in spring 2016 with a degree in
Finance. She is the vice president of the planning department in the Association of Chinese
Students and Scholars. After graduation, Shulun intends to pursue a master’s degree in Business.
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