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Mission Statement
Young Scholars in Writing: Undergraduate Research in Writing and Rhetoric is a refereed journal 
dedicated to publishing research articles written by undergraduates in a wide variety of disciplines 
associated with rhetoric and writing. It is guided by these central beliefs: 1) that research can 
and should be a crucial component of rhetorical education; 2) that undergraduates engaged in 
research about writing and rhetoric should have opportunities to share their work with a broader 
audience of students, scholars, and teachers through national and international publication; and 
3) that the fuller the range of voices, rhetorics, and subjects the research of our field includes, the 
more we learn and the stronger we become. Young Scholars in Writing is intended to be a resource 
for students engaged in undergraduate research and for scholars who are interested in new ad-
vances or theories relating to language, composition, rhetoric, and related fields. 

Editorial Policy
Young Scholars in Writing: Undergraduate Research in Writing and Rhetoric publishes research 
articles written by undergraduates on topics related to rhetoric and writing. We seek papers that 
integrate secondary sources from the area under investigation and offer primary research con-
ducted by the writer(s) and/or ground inquiry in a defined theoretical framework. All in all, we 
publish articles that make an intellectual contribution to their respective fields. Young Scholars 
in Writing welcomes collaborative manuscripts and research by or about historically or currently 
marginalized or underrepresented peoples and cultures. 

Young Scholars in Writing is first peer-reviewed by undergraduate students and then faculty-re-
viewed by editorial board members from higher education institutions across the US. 

For more information about Young Scholars in Writing’s features, submission guidelines, and 
review processes, please see our website at https://youngscholarsinwriting.org

Full text articles from all volumes of Young Scholars in Writing are also available on our website.

Young Scholars in Writing encourages use of its material in undergraduate courses. All materials 
may be reproduced for research and classroom use without permission or fee.



YOUNG SCHOLARS IN WRITING
Undergraduate Research in Writing and Rhetoric� Volume 19   |   2022 

Editors’ Introduction� 7
Kameron Cherry, Emily Murphy Cope, Gabriel Cutrufello, Jalil Dixon, 
Travis Kurowski, and Kim Fahle Peck   |   York College of Pennsylvania 

Spotlight on First Year Writing

IS THIS AMERICA?: HOW RHETORICAL VELOCITY AND 
RECOMPOSITION TURN MOVEMENTS INTO MEMES� 11
Micah Williams    |   University of Alabama at Birmingham

Articles

THE TRUE CRISIS IS NEOLIBERALISM: AN ANALYSIS OF THE 
PALESTINIAN-LED BDS MOVEMENT’S PANDEMIC RHETORIC� 26
Olivia Rowland   |   Hobart and William Smith Colleges

“OUR HOUSE IS ON FIRE”: EXPLORING THE RHETORICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE OF YOUTH CLIMATE ACTIVISTS, AN EMERGING 
DISCOURSE COMMUNITY� 40
Sarah Bach   |   Ohio State University

TO BE AN ESSENTIAL WORKER: AN EXPLORATION OF 
RHETORIC DURING COVID-19� 55
Ally Roeker   |   Coe College

�
 68
Emily Lawrence   |   Oakland University



Methodological Reflections

A MIXED-METHODS APPROACH TO ANALYZING 
WRITING CENTER SESSION NOTES� 85
Zoë DeKruif & Jamie Smith   |   Iowa State University

CODING THE WHITEBOARD SPACE: HOW A PANDEMIC PROMPTED A 
PROJECT IN ONLINE WRITING CENTER RESEARCH� 92

Abigail Kremer   |   University of Illinois, Chicago

GENRE CROSS-WRITING: A METHODOLOGY FOR WRITING 
AS OUR SELVES� 103
Haley Wellner   |   Marquette University

Comment and Response

A RESPONSE TO GINA KEPLINGER: PURSUING EVOLUTION 
(AND REVOLUTION) THROUGH FORM� 111
Ashley Beresch   |   Georgia Southern University

Contributors� 117




