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CONTRIBUTORS
Atharva Abhyankar is a junior at Emory University double majoring in Political Science and 
Philosophy, Politics, and Law. His academic and professional interests focus on criminal and ju-
venile law, with a focus on youth justice reform. After graduation, he hopes to attend law school.

Luiza Aitkozha graduated from Nazarbayev University in Kazakhstan in 2025 with a bachelor’s 
degree in World Languages, Literatures, and Cultures. She is currently pursuing a master’s degree 
in Comparative Literature and World Literature in Shanghai and intends to continue her studies 
at the doctoral level, aiming to build a career in academia.

Gwendolyn Crain is an undergraduate at Rice University (BA, area major in Communication; 
minor in Politics, Law, and Social Thought). A transfer from Lone Star College–Tomball and 
Distinguished Global Scholar, her article in Young Scholars in Writing examines U.S. rhetoric and 
Madeleine Albright’s pin diplomacy during the Rwandan genocide. Her research focuses on rhet-
oric, diplomacy, and cultural influences on international policy.

Nicholas Daggs is a sophomore at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, majoring in 
Computer Science and minoring in Writing, Rhetoric, and Digital Studies. He is interested in 
continuing to study how digital compositions uniquely employ rhetoric and plans to graduate 
in 2028.

Julianne Fullerton graduated from Baylor University in May 2025 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Professional Writing and Rhetoric and Journalism. She is currently pursuing a Master of Science 
in Creative Writing at the University of Edinburgh. She is passionate about children’s literacy and 
believes every child deserves to experience the joy of reading.

Nicole Kiama is a junior at the University of Wisconsin–Madison, where she is pursuing a BS in 
Psychology and Political Science with minors in French and Criminal Justice. Her academic inter-
ests include cognitive neuroscience, international relations, and the intersections of language and 
identity. After graduation, she plans to attend law school.

Raphael Jon Moreno graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 2025 with a Bachelor’s in 
Psychology and a Minor in Science of Fermented Foods and Beverages. He is currently undertak-
ing an internship at UW Recreation & Wellbeing, working to build student wellness programs. 
After his internship, he plans on pursuing postgraduate education in Psychology. Raphael’s re-
search interests include social norms, cultural psychology, and the interaction between stress and 
cognitive traits in mental illness.
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Karlygash Mukanova graduated summa cum laude from from Nazarbayev University in June 
2025 with a bachelor’s degree in World Languages, Literatures, and Cultures. She is currently en-
rolled at Ewha Womans University for her master’s in Korean Education with a concentration in 
Expression Education.

Cassandra Pay co-wrote this article with her colleague while they were undergraduate students 
at Roger Williams University. She graduated summa cum laude in May 2025 with a BS in Legal 
Studies and a double-major in Political Science. She is currently a 1L law student at Roger Williams 
University School of Law set to graduate in 2028. Her legal interests lie in the public sector, includ-
ing but not limited to family law and criminal law.

Allison Rivard graduated from Roger Williams University in May of 2025 with a BS in Legal 
Studies, a BA in Anthropology/Sociology, and minors in Political Science and Professional & 
Public Writing. She currently works as a Trusts & Estates Case Manager at Chisholm Chisholm 
& Kilpatrick, LTD. In this role, Allison monitors trust and estate administrations, ensures donors’ 
wishes are honored, and expedites the distribution of gifts to charities. In the future, she plans to 
attend law school.

Ainel Saduova received her Bachelor of Arts degree in World Languages, Literatures, and Cultures 
from Nazarbayev University in June 2025. She is currently pursuing her MA in Eurasian Studies.

Marzhan Salmenbayeva holds a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and International Relations 
from Nazarbayev University, where she is now pursuing a Master of Public Policy.

Marisa Sandifer graduated from Baylor University in December 2025 with her bachelor’s degree 
in Professional Writing and Rhetoric and a minor in Film Theory and Criticism. She plans to at-
tend graduate school in the fall of 2026 to pursue a master’s in Creative Writing and eventually 
work in the novel publishing industry.

Nickel Spartz is a Biochemistry and Spanish double major at Allegheny College. They came to 
writing studies through their work as a lead writing consultant at Allegheny. In their free time, you 
can find them choreographing in a dance studio, chatting with friends in a coffee shop, or study-
ing in a library. After graduation, Nickel is planning on pursuing a PhD in Biochemistry with fu-
ture plans to study infectious diseases.

Ella Yates graduated with her bachelor’s degree from DePaul University in 2025 where she ma-
jored in Writing and Rhetoric with a minor in Creative Writing. She is currently working at Rock 
Valley College as a Dual Credit Pathways Specialist. Ella has been an avid diary writer since 2018 
and loves talking about the diary genre to anyone who listens. In the future, she hopes to research 
more about diaries while continuing to write in her own.

Young Scholars in Writing 23 (2026) 
Undergraduate Research in Writing and Rhetoric




